CHAP. XLVI.J                  COltBESPOJNDKNClfl, ETC. - UNION.                                  '» '   *'
HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPFJMTTON,
Above Fort Pierre, Camp No. U,  J-unr X>1, ISdl.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of the Northwest :
SIR : On my arrival here I found a camp of about 200 or 300 lodgos of Sioux; they were a mixture of all the upper bunds <>( Upper Sioux Yanktonais, Two Kettles, Blackfeet, Minnecon j< .>u«, Sans A res, and Brules, also the warlike Uiiepapas. Thoy toll mo thoy hayo come in agreeably to rny treaty, to show that they arcs I nonds JUKI to receive their annuity goods ; that the rest of their bands havo do-clared war against the whites, and that they arc now united, about, 1,800 lodges, or some 0,000 warriors, ready to givo mo battle;, about. three clays3 ' march west of the Missouri from tho mouth of I loart River; that they are willing to make peace \\rith mo, providod I will quit the country and pay for the buffalo that havo boon killod l>y whites and for the wood consumed by steam-boats.
This information I also receive from scouts that I havo. 1 Uiorv.-fore anticipate quite a serious engagement before I roach tho Yol-lowstone. If lean succeed in giving those Indians a sovoro punishment, I think I will succeed in breaking tho spirit of all tho Indians now disposed to be hostile to the whites. Thoy am porfootly aware, as well as our Government is, that this is thoir last hopo ; that if we succeed they will not have 0110 foothold that thoy^an claim their own, and that the whites, who aro now ooming into their country, will overrun it; and I have no doubt but that, ihoy will fight desperately.
The Indians that I have met here in council, though proiVssin^-friendship, I have my doubts of ; they are ready to talco oifhor sido according to the success of my expedition, and thoro aro many moro now out who are waiting to see the result ol; my operations. With much respect, your obedient ,serva,nt,
ALFKEI)   SULI.Y,
[Indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THK
>, Jnhj f>,  1S<M.
Respectfully forwarded to Major-Goiun-al Hallo.ok, for tho information of the Secretary of War. Attention is invitod to tho fart that this report of General Sully corroborates all tho information concerning the combination of tho Sioux tri.bos on tho upper Missouri River received at various times during tho last four months and forwarded to General Halleck. Sully left Fort Piorro with his expedition (about 2,300 men) on the 23d of Juno, and is no doubt by this tune in the immediate vicinity of tho combined Indian foivos. His force is tfmall for such an expedition, but I trust it is sufliriont It is certainly all that could be fu.rnish.od to him from this department and embraces two-thirds of the whole forcoiu tho dopaH monf Ihe Missouri River is ;in ffood boating order, and thoro prohabiy will be no difficulty in getting up stores for the new posts by \vat or
JOHN POPK,
33 B R — VOL XXXIV., PT IVpaign, one of the best brigades was taken from this division to supply its place, is an indication that this division is to be subordinate and secondary to that division, and that the First Division is to prosper at the expense of this. To have troops most efficient, they should be together some period of time in order to acquire an interest and pride in their organization. The good of the service, as well as justice, requires, therefore, that as many troops should be detached from one division as from another. In detaching troops from the Second Division, the rule has not been followed of keeping even a brigade together, but brigades have been widely detached. I will cheerfully submit to all the inconveniences which the exigencies of the service and the natural and reasonable course ofyette Parish, La, ; Hon. John Moore, Saint Martin's Parish, La.; William Robertson, Saint Martin's Parish, La. ; Judge Baker, Saint Mary's Parish, La.; T. J.Foster, Saint Mary's Parish, La.; Judge Palfrey, Saint Mary's Parish, ka.; Paniel Kent and Mr. Sickles (kindred spirits), editors Planters' Banner, Saint're of themselves under any emergency.
